NKBA APPROVED COLLEGE COURSEWORK
The National Kitchen & Bath Association acknowledges the following schools have joined with the Association to
promote best practices in education and real opportunity for the next generation of kitchen and bath professionals. Note:
An asterisk (*) denotes an NKBA Founding School.

Estimate the costs of and develop a budget for required project materials. The principles of the color wheel,
the connection between colors and psychology, and the use of colors to create a certain ambiance. Business for
Interior Designersâ€”the business and legal side of being an interior designer. Degree must include 60
semester or 90 quarter units of coursework in interior design. Applicants to interior design programs may be
required to submit a portfolio with drawings that confirm their artistic abilities. Examples of several interior
designer associations include: American Society of Interior Designers ASID provides members with discounts
on professional insurance, contract documents and education. Understanding the relationship between form
and space, the principles of combining scale, color, form, and texture with contrast, proportion, and other
design elements. How to Apply for Certification Review the education and experience requirements to ensure
your eligibility. Scoring is divided into the following content categories: graphics and presentation standards,
design solution, elevation plan, mechanical plan, and construction plan. The second year of experience may be
in a related industry. Integrating necessary systems such as plumbing, electrical wiring, etc. Bath Professional
is a path for the dealer, distributor, fabricator, installer, remodeler, manufacturer, sales representative, or any
other segment of the industry to validate their knowledge, experience, dedication and professionalism in the
kitchen and bath industry. The NKBA holds applications on file for two years. This individual is qualified to
work with our certified designers to meet the needs of the consumer. While interior designers and interior
decorators may be confused with one another, their roles are actually quite different. Accessibleâ€”interior
designers specializing in accessibility work to make a building more accessible to people who are elderly or
who have disabilities. No formal design experience is required. You may contact Member Engagement at to
confirm your education hours. NKBA also offers online courses that help candidates fulfill the educational
requirements for certification. Coordinate and collaborate with contractors, engineers, architects, plumbers and
other professionals in order to make sure completed project fulfills all requirements. Return to top What key
skills are required for interior designers? Interior designers typically do drafting and design work while
interacting with architects, engineers, and other designers. Apply for internships and entry-level jobs in
interior design. Interpersonalâ€”interior designers work closely with clients and other professionals on
collaborative design projects. The state of California has a different interior designer licensing exam offered
by the California Council for Interior Design Certification. Design or select and purchase art, accessories, and
furnishings for the space. Their key responsibilities generally include but are not limited to: Consult with
clients in order to determine the requirements, goals, budget and limitations of the design project. Courses
should be documented as accurately as possible on the application. Certifications are a way for interior
designers to indicate specialization in a certain field. About 38 percent worked for specialized design services,
while 21 percent worked in engineering, architectural, and related industries. The CKBD Exam consists of
multiple-choice questions testing on both kitchen and bath competencies. To become certified, candidates
must complete at least two years of professional experience, one of which must be in the kitchen or bath
industry, as well as 30 hours of NKBA-approved college coursework or NKBA classes. Interior designers at
specialized design firms have a projected employment growth of 27 percent nationally between and bls.
Interior decorators focus on creating a certain aesthetic in a room through their selection and positioning of
furnishings, upholstery, and decorations. As licensing regulations for interior designers vary from state to
state, candidates should research the specific requirements of their state of residence. Examples of interior
design courses in these programs include but are not limited to: Design Fundamentals and Principlesâ€”the
fundamentals of building a harmonious and well-proportioned environment. Some states require that
candidates pass the National Council for Interior Design Qualification NCIDQ exam and obtain licensure in
order to officially use the title of interior designer. Interior designers have dynamic work that involves a lot of
individual measuring, analyzing, drafting, and designing, while also discussing and coordinating with other
people involved in the project. Complete the application and include all applicable college transcripts, work
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experience verification, client references, and professional affidavits. If your last application is over two years
old, you must submit an additional application and application fee. Interior decorators do not have to work
with AutoCAD, and they do not collaborate with architects or engineers in the way that interior designers
regularly do. Courses should be documented accurately on the application. While interior designers must
undergo formal training, interior decorators typically do not require specific schooling in their profession. In
May , bls. This eligibility option also requires 3, hours of qualifying work experience.

